
A colourful Manhattan retreat  
by Harry Heissmann balances 

glamour, personality, and comfort high 
above the Upper East Side.
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Created as a pied à terre for clients from Santa Fe, this Upper 
East Side apartment was conceived as a private world within 
the city. Located in Manhattan House, Gordon Bunshaft’s 
celebrated postwar modernist landmark, the one bedroom 
residence benefits from elevated northeast light and sweeping 
openness characteristic of the building’s original design. The 
brief called for interiors that felt colourful, glamorous, and deeply 
personal while remaining comfortable enough for regular 
entertaining and extended stays in New York near family. 
The design responds directly to several architectural constraints. 
In the entry hall, multiple framed doors disrupted the flow, 
leading to the installation of jib doors concealed behind a 
tailored tropical wallcovering by Papermint. This intervention 
transformed a transitional space into a theatrical introduction 
layered with colour and texture. A Murano glass lamp, Kartell 
console, and sculptural artwork reinforce the apartment’s playful 
identity from the moment of arrival. 

In the living room, a long structural beam became the basis for 
a new composition centred around a ventless fireplace framed 
by a vintage gunmetal and brass mantel. The surrounding walls 
were painted in a saturated lapis tone, creating depth and 
intimacy against the changing daylight. References to the 
building’s design legacy appear throughout, including Florence 
Knoll inspired Womb chairs arranged around a Samsung 
Frame television. Leopard patterned carpeting, vibrant textiles, 
and whimsical cactus poufs introduce humour and warmth 
while subtly referencing the clients’ New Mexico roots. 
The dining area combines vintage and contemporary 
pieces, including a McGuire table paired with velvet and 
iron chairs beneath an iconic Joe Colombo swing arm 
lamp. An orange lacquer kitchen reinforces the apartment’s 
energetic palette, while the bedroom shifts towards a calmer 
atmosphere through a landscape mural, soft textiles, and 
sculptural lighting. 
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